Christmas gifts spread cheer among chlldren at Rocky I—Iospltal

Santa
says hi
to little
Sophie
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JUST the sound of a
sniffle and it's off to the
hospital for Sophie
Stephenson,

She iz only six
months old, but Sophie
has spent most of her
life in a pediatrics
ward, with her brave
mum Melita Nelson by
her side.

Her immune system
is low, so if Sophie has
il runny nose, it means
she has eaught a virus
or is low on oxygen and
had to be taken to
hospital straight away.

“Any virus alfects
her because of her
heart problem,” Melita
said yesterday.

Sophie could put a
smile on anyone's face,
but yesterday it was
Santa Claus who put a
smile on hers.

Santa Claus, with his
hig red sack full of
presents, visited the
children’s ward at
Rockhampton Hospital
to give each child a gift
and put a smile on
their faces - like 17-

year-old Makhala Swin-

son and 13-year-old
Belle Gay (pictured
helow),

THANKS SANTA: Patients at the Rockhampton Hospital's children's ward, Makhala Swinson and
Belle Gay, are thankful for their presents from Santa Claus.

BRMI'E LITI-'LE SOPHIE: Sophie Stephenscln wuth mum Melita Nelson receives a stufied toy from Santa Claus yesterday at the Rockhampton
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Hospital's children's ward.

The presents were
left over from Satur-
day’s Golden Casket
Variety Special Chil-
dren's Christmas Party,
where about 1000 chil-
dren with special needs
had the chance to ce-
lebrate Christmas with
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Netghbours stars James
Sorensen and Ashleigh
Brewer at the Rock-
hampton Showgrounds,

Yesterday Sophie
was in a quarantined
room at Rockhampton
Hospital with Rotavi-
rus, a highly conta-

gious virus that causes
diarrhoea.

She was fascinated
with the fluffy pink
teddy bear she received
from Santa, but seeing
her smile was a far cry
from seeing her after
sUrgery.

Doctors discovered
Sophie had a heart
murmur when she was
two days old, which
was the beginning of
her heart problems.

At eight days old,
Sophie had open-heart
surgery and extensive

work on her arteries to
help the blood Now and
in a few months' time
she will have more
surgery to fix the six
holes in her heart.

Despite this, Melita
said Sophic was a “per-
fect baby™.

Walker Woodrow, and Pacey, Daniel and Zenith Dumbleton.

FOR THE KIDS: Neighbours stars James Sorensen and Ashleigh Brewer with AJ Walker, Phoebie
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